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Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 NRSV 

The Parable of the Sower 
13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2 Such great 
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole 
crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen!  
A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds 
came and ate them up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have 
much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the 
sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds fell  
on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  
9 Let anyone with ears listen!” 
 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom 
and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the 
heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, this 
is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person 
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 
account of the word, that person immediately falls away] 22 As for what was sown 
among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the 
lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for what was sown on 
good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit 
and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
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Sermon:  Discover Your Roots 
Have you ever sent in your saliva sample for a DNA testing of your ancestry to discover 
your roots? Perhaps you have done an extensive research on your blood lines who lived 
several generations ago. Discovering our roots can be interesting and exciting. 
 
A few years ago, I decided to end my curiosity by sending in my sample. My results were 
pretty accurate with what my parents and grandparents had shared with me about my 



heritage. I’m 38% Irish, 28% English, 24% German, with the remaining 10% equally 
distributed among being Swedish, Norwegian, and Eastern European/Polish descent. 
 
My only surprise was the high percentage of ancestors coming from England. However, 
when I travelled to Ireland two years ago, I learned that back in the day people migrated 
from Ireland to Great Britain due to politics, economics, and social conditions. Plus 
during the last few hundred years, there has been continuous movement of people 
between the two countries due to their proximity.  Also, many people from Communist-
controlled Poland were displaced or sought freedom and migrated to England. So I had 
my answers about my Great Britain ties! 
 
While I am not a genealogy buff, I do find comfort in knowing where my grandparents 
and greats and so on came from. I also find peace with my sense of belonging to my 
family as I’ve known them. Unfortunately, not all of us have that same level of security 
and feeling of belonging because of their family circumstances. Feeling alone and lost in 
the world can be overwhelming. There is hope for all of us with our heritage in Jesus! 
Jesus came to seek the lost and forsaken, the curious and bewildered, and invited all 
into the kingdom of God. 
 
But, as the parable unfolds in Matthew’s gospel today, not everyone accepted the 
invitation to join the Kingdom of God in the same way.  Now, the invitation to every 
individual was exactly the same; how each person received it and perceived it varied 
greatly! 
 
Jesus describes how one can belong to this family of God. With this invitation into God’s 
kingdom, there are no surprises about who we belong to or where our roots lie.  We are 
children of God and His alone! What joy and peace of mind and heart we have in 
accepting our place with our loving God. But not everyone heard and accepted the 
invitation with the same response. Thus the parable about scattering seeds in the field. 
 
However, just because people don’t interpret or hear or comprehend at the exact same 
level doesn’t mean that the original message/Jesus’ teaching is wrong or that one 
shouldn’t continue to share the message. Keep persevering in spreading the Gospel! 
 
In all honesty, even if some of you have known Christ since you were born as I have, I 
know that our sinful ways have caused us throughout our lives to distance from God’s 
graces.  We’ve shut out God’s love; God’s voice; God’s invitation to be more intimate in 



relationship with him. We have let other distractions in life choke out the seeds that 
were planted. The good news is that Jesus never gave up on us. He very lovingly and 
patiently kept planting those seeds within us, until we were ready to hear and flourish!  
 
Jesus invites all of us to hear the Word, to firmly embrace the teachings of discipleship, 
and to share the Good News every day of our lives.  You and I don’t need to have all the 
answers to questions we have about the parables. We just need to believe, to keep the 
faith steadfastly, to trust that the promises are true, and to tell others about the 
amazing love Jesus has for us. 
 
As this parable ends in Matthew’s writing it isn’t filled with despair and doom.  Instead it 
is filled with hope and the assurance of God’s abundance. 
 
An author, Talitha J. Arnold, commented: if the story had ended with Jesus saying 
sevenfold took hold of the message and were fruitful, then in Jewish times that would 
have been considered sufficient – it would have been a story of encouragement and 
hope for all the Jewish listeners. However, Jesus fills the hearts of those listeners’ with 
hope of something much more than just being good enough or sufficient. He tells us 
that the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields 
in one case “a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty” fold, will experience 
the extravagant love and amazing grace of our awesome God. 
 
It is very important for you and me, as Christian followers, to hear the Word, to 
persevere in our Christian lives and remain hope-filled, to remain attentive to what and 
how God is planting seeds in us, and to witness the miracle of faith spread throughout 
our world that certainly is not the result of our personal evangelism efforts but the 
powerful transformation of our Almighty God in those ears and hearts on whom the 
seed took root and grew. Never stop sowing the word of God in our world!    
Let anyone with ears listen! 
 
Blessings to You! 
Pastor Mary O’Riley 
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